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In Spain, the current situation of these approaches can be exemplified by the following 

authors. This is only a sample of the most outstanding products. 

 Juan Carlos Lazo Galán in his article “Personal Learning Environments: Changing 

education” analyzes the changes that have been occurring in education since the advent 

of Web 2.0 at the turn of the century. Educational institutions have been looking for new 

models to replace outdated ones by intensifying the shift in focus from teacher-centred 

to learner-centred approaches. Learners are able to create their own learning 

environment according to their tastes and interests through the networks that they 

create and continually expand in a lifelong process. Educational institutions and teachers 

must now consider new roles to accompany an approach that leaves the classroom and 

formal education to an education that is informally based. It is within this setting that 

Personalized Learning Environments are proposed. Blogs are very significant in these 

environments. In this paper some examples are given to illustrate their importance. 
 

 Julio Tascón Fernández y Misael Arturo López Zapico in his communication “Use of 

ICTs in the teaching of World Economy History from the coming into effect of EEES. In the 

quest for a Personal Learning Environment”, presented at the 10th History Didactics 

Meeting. In his communication, first they set the framework in which they pose Twitter 

as an educational tool. Then, they propose the state of the situation of Social Networks 

and Twitter, to finally move to present their university usage according to the available 

literature on the issue. Last but not least, they detail a particular experiment which they 

put into practice at Oviedo University, during the academic course of 2011-2012. 
 

 María de Carmen Llorente Cejudo, in her article “Evaluating Personal Learning 

Environments. Experts assessments”; she considers the different dimensions of PLE: 

technical aspects and aesthetics, web browsing friendliness, or the quality of didactic 

elements which make up the environment, through a quantitative methodology with the 

elaboration of her own questionnaire. Among the obtained results, she outlines as “very 

positive” the technical working of the environment, the tools that configure the PLE or 

the learning items repository. In conclusion, the experts emphasize the usage easiness of 

PLE and the tools, as well as the didactic aspects of the available contents in the material 

guides. 
 

 Ramón Ferreira Gravié, in his article “Towards New Learning Environments”, 

analyses the reasons that the New Learning Environments impose, as well as what is 

demanded from the teachers in the design of those to guarantee the active participation 

of students and the demands regarding them. 

 



 Julio Ruiz-Palmero, José Sánchez Rodríguez y Melchor Gómez García, in his article 

“Personal Learning environments: state of situation in the school of education at the 

University of Málaga” This article is based on a study aimed to know the role that 

personal learning environments (PLE) play in the training of students of the School of 

Education at the University of Malaga. The applications and tools that most students use 

in non-formal learning are studied. In conclusion, students do not effectively use the 

available media and do not associate the use of personal learning environments PLE with 

academic uses. 

 

 Manuel Gil Mediavilla, Vanesa Ausín Villaverde y Fernando Lezcano Barbero, in his 

article “Educational Social Media as an introduction to personal learning environments 

(PLE’s)” In this paper they present an approach to personal learning environments or 

PLE's from one of its key components, social networks. It begins with an overview of its 

main features, detailing its classification, its application to teaching and examples of use. 

Then it explains the basic concepts of social networks, their typology and a detailed 

analysis of several current services. The conclusion is a reflection on the ethical principles 

of using this essential tool. 
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